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Abstract

The objectives of this researct were to study 1) socio-economic status of 2) asparagus
production and marketing; 3) their process of asparagus production adhering to the GAP system;
4) their being transferred knowledge and idea exchange in asparagus production and marketing; and
5) their problems, suggestions, and guidelines on the extension and development of asparagus
production. The population in this study was 150 farmers who were registered with the Office of
Agriculture in Kamphaeng Saen District, Nakhon Pathom Province as asparagus farmers. The sample
size was determined by Taro Yamane formula at 0.05 deviation. The 110 samples were selected by using
simple random sampling methodology. The data were collected by interviewing the studied farmers. The
statistical methodology used to analyze the data were frequency, percentage, minimum value, mean,
standard deviation and ranking. The findings of this study were as follows: 1) most of the studied farmers
were male and educated at primary level. Their average age was 48.83 years. The average number of their
household members was 3.88. They were a member of a farmer group most. Their main occupation was
an asparagus farmer. Their average farming income was 309,040 baht per year, while their average income
deriving from asparagus production was 224,080 baht per year. The average of their total household
income was 333,295 baht per year, while the average of their total household expenditure on farming was
107,440 baht per year. 2) they mostly grew asparaguses in Brock Improve tribe, and usually grew in raised
beds on loose soil or sandy loose soil at 21-30 cm. apart. They usually cultivated asparagus seeds by
themselves and plowed in raised beds. They supplied water to their asparagus patches by using irrigation
and sprinkling system. They mostly applied fertilizer in 16-16-16 and 15-9-20 formula most. Almost all of
them used chemical substances to eliminate plant diseases and insects/pests. They had to face problems
with rotten root/stem diseases resulting from fungi. The average quantity of their produce was 1,547.81 ks.
per rai, and their produce would be distributed to export companies most. 3) more than a half of them
did not apply for GAP system, so it was found that practices of applying poisonous agricultural substances
to their produce had usually been done in every issue whether in keeping their produce temporarily,
transporting, or storing them, while practices of data recording and monitoring them had never been done
in every issue. 4) the studied farmers had been transferred agricultural knowledge from broadcasting radio
and their neighbors/relatives most, including exchanging ideas about asparagus marketing most. And 5) it
was hard for the studied farmers to find asparagus tribes which were free from any plant diseases which
made their produce lessened. They needed to be transferred knowledge of asparagus production
adhering to GAP system, to be supplied with sources of quality asparagus tribes, and to be suggested how
to solve the problem with their asparagus yield by exchanging ideas between the farmers and agricultural
extension officials.

Keywords: Asparagus farmer, Asparagus quality management system, Nakhon Pathom Province
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